Leprosy: A great imitator.
In recent years, advances in medical diagnosis and treatment have greatly attracted our attention, whereas some rare diseases, such as leprosy, have not found a place in the medical education curriculum; their existence may even be forgotten. Although the prevalence and incidence rates for leprosy have been significantly reduced as a result of the control strategies of the World Health Organization, new cases still appear. A total of 214,783 new cases were reported from 143 countries during 2016, corresponding to the global new-case detection rate of 2.9 per 100,000 population. Leprosy proves to be a very interesting model due to its immunologic properties. It joins with syphilis, mycosis fungoides, cutaneous tuberculosis, and sarcoidosis as one of the great imitators. The diagnosis of leprosy can be simple and practical, but considering the diagnosis of leprosy in the differential diagnosis is the first requisite again.